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Canners Asked To Report on Canned Foods Week 


The results from the present Canned Foods Week campaign 
are of vital interest to every canner. Member canners are there- 
fore requested to write to the Washington office, giving as full 
information as possible on how the campaign was conducted 
in each part of the country, the extent to which canners partici- 
pated in the work in their districts, and the business results. The 
National Committee will be glad to have any information canners 
are able to furnish either from personal observation or from 
reports they may receive from other sources. It will be es- 
pecially appreciated if members will make their reports at an 
early date. 


Maryland County Agents Confer on Canning Crops Improvement 


On November 4 the Extension Service of the University of 
Maryland called together the county agricultural agents from 
the canning counties of the state, with specialists of the staff at 
College Park, for conference on the progress of the various can- 
ing crops improvement projects. Fourteen county agents pre- 
sented reports of the tomato improvement work carried on in 
their counties during the past season. 


Mr. Radebaugh, Canning Crops Extension Specialist, gave 
the results of the variety tests, the operation of plant beds, and 
other lines of work which have for their object the improvement 
in quality of cannery tomatoes. 


The question of whether the use of southern grown, tomato 
plants should be encouraged was the cause of considerable dis- 
cussion. Many unsatisfactory experiences with southern plants 
during the past season were placed before the conference, as well 
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as reports showing that such plants in some localities bore earlier 

and heavier crops than home-grown plants. The danger of the 

root knot disease, or nematode, was brought out by the Univers- 

ity pathologists, and it was shown that in many cases southern 

—_ were infested while home-grown plants were free from 
is pest. 


Experience in Somerset County suggests the possibility of 
growing plants under muslin at comparatively low cost, which 
will be practically as early as southern grown plants and which 
will not involve the risks attending long distance transporta- 
tion. Several of the county agents expressed interest in organ- 
izing tests of this method of production for next year. 


Dr. T. B. Symons, Director of the Maryland Extension Serv- 
ice, asted as chairman of the conference, and at its conclusion 
appointed the following committee to study the reports submitted 
and prepare recommendations outlining the subjects which 
should receive special attention next year: C. G. Woobury, Chair- 
man; A. D. Radebaugh, Canning Crops Extension Specialist; W. 
R. Ballard, Extension Division, University of Maryland; L. M. 
Goodwin, County Agent, Caroline County; C. Z. Keller, County 
Agent, Somerset County; Dr. F. W. Geise, Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station, College Park. 


Canned Foods Week Radio Addresses 


Following is a partial list of the radio talks scheduled to be 
given in connection with Canned Foods Week. Other stations 
will broadcast, but the dates and hours were not available at the 
time this list was prepared. 


The National Committee will greatly appreciate it if mem- 
ber canners will write the Committee regarding the stations 
and talks on which they listen in. 


Altoona, Pa.—Station WFBG, Nov. 9, evening, George Kelchner, Curran, 
Canan & Co.; Nov. 10, evening, Walter Fay, Fay Bros.; Nov. 11, 
noon, Kiwanis Club luncheon program; Nov. 12, Harry Brumbaugh, 
Lippincott & Co.; Nov. 13, evening, R. W. Nash, Altoona Wholesale 
Grocery Co, 

Boston, Mass.—Station WNAC, Shepard Stores, Nov. 10, 14 and 17, 11:00 
A.M., Martha Lee, food expert of the Boston American. 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Station WGR, Nov. 9, 8:20 P.M. 

Dallas, Texas—Station WFAA, November 12, 8:00 P.M., A. C. Adkins, 
Adkins-Polk Co., and Charles H. Platter. 

Chicago, Ill.—Station WQJ, Nov. 5, 12 and 19, 3 P.M., Mary Hale Martin, 
Home Economics Department, Libby, McNeil & Libby. 
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Cincinnati, Ohio—Station WSAI, U. 8S. Printing Co., Nov. 7, 8:15 P.M., 
August Janzen, Jr., Janzen Grocery Co.; Nov. 10, 6:30, songs under 
direction of George Bauer, Bauer-Franz Grocery Co. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Station WEAR, Goodyear Rubber & Tire Co. Nov. 13, 
9 P.M. Also one address from WTAM, Willard Storage Battery Co. 


Ft. Worth, Tex.—Station WBAP, Nov. 12, 

Hot Springs, Ark.—Nov. 9, 9:00 P.M., W. O. Davis, Plunkett-Jarrell 
Grocer Co, 

Louisville, Ky.—Station WHAS, Louisville Courier-Journal and Times. 
Nov. 9, 4:00 P.M., Raynor Hubbell; Nov. 10, 4:00 P.M., J. W, Jones, 
Pickrell & Craig Co.; Nov, 11, 4 P.M., Albert Iveson, Quaker Maid, 
unit of A. & P. 

Memphis, Tenn.—Station WMC, 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Station WCCO, Nov. 7, 7:30 P.M.; Nov. 12, 3:05 P.M.; 
Nov. 14, 7:30 P.M.; Nov. 17, 5:15 P.M.; Nov. 18, 6.45 P.M.; Nov, 
19, 6:45 P.M. All talks by Carey Emerson, Emerson & Hall, 


Nashville, Tenn.—Station WSM. 

New York, N. Y.—Station WJZ, Radio Corporation of America. Daily 
talks, Nov. 9 to 21, 10:00 A.M., Mrs. Julian Heath. 
Station WMCA, Hotel McAlpin, Nov. 9, 8:30 P.M., Philip C. Staib, 
President, New York Wholesale Grocers Association. 
Station WRNY, Hotel Roosevelt, Nov. 10, 4:15 P.M., H. M. Foster, 
Secretary, New York Wholesale Grocers Association. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Station WIP, November 9, 4:00 P.M.; November 11, 
4:00 P.M.; November 16, 4:00 P.M.; November 19, 10:05 P.M. 

Oakland, Calif.—Station KLX, Oakland Tribune, Nov. 2, 4 and 6, 4:30 P.M, 

Salt Lake City, Utah—Station KSL, November 9, 12 and 16, One hour 
program with music each evening. 

Stevens Point, Wis.—Station WLBL, Nov. 10, C. W. Copps, The Copps Co. 


Washington, D. C.—Station WRC, Radio Corporation of America, Nov. 9 
to 21, 10:00 A.M., Mrs, Julian Heath. 


Record Bituminous Coal Production 


Production of bituminous coal during the four weeks in 
October was the greatest for any corresponding period during the 
last five years, according to reports filed by the "railroads with 
the American Railway Association. Cars loaded with bitumin- 
ous coal during the four weeks period in October this year totaled 
824,846 cars, or 58,833 cars more than in the corresponding 
period last year and 41,789 cars more than in 1923. Measured 
by tons, the production during the four weeks period in October 
this year amounted to 46,563,000 tons, an increase of 3,801,000 
tons over the same period last year. 
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Reduce Packing Sizes for Insecticides 


Elimination of almost 50 per cent of the package sizes for 
arsenate of lead, calcium arsenate, Paris green and Bordeaux 
mixture was adopted by a conference of manufacturers, distri- 
butors and users hold in the Department of Commerce under the 
auspices of the Division of Simplified Practice. The packing 
sizes retained are estimated to serve more than 87 per cent of 
the materials as now shipped. The application of the retained 
or “recognized” sizes will become effective May 1, 1926. 

Packing sizes for arsenate of lead were eliminated in 200, 
50, 10, and 6 pound and '4 pound weights, the retained sizes 
being 100, 25, 5, 4, and 1 pound. The retained sizes for the 
arsenate of lead group were also adopted for calcium arsenate, 
and for Bordeaux mixture. For Paris green, the weights were 
retained as follows: kegs, 250 to 300 poune, 100 pounds, 14, 5, 
1 and 4 pounds. 


Summary of the Year's Industry and Trade 


The Department of Commerce in its economic review of the 
fiscal year ending June 30 gives the following summary: 

“Taking the nation at large the outstanding features of the 
fiscal year were: the high rate of production, consumption and 
exports; high real wages; the absence of any consequential un- 
employment; continued growing efficiency in management and 
labor; continued expansion in application of scientific discovery, 
in such fields as electric power and light, the gas engine, and 
radio. There were industrial patches where progress lagged, as 
in the New England textile industry, some sections of the agri- 
cultural industry, and the bituminous coal industry. Neverthe- 
less the standard of living of the country as a whole was the 
highest in our history, and therefore the highest in all history.” 


Control of Pea Blight 


The chief measures found effective in the control of pea 
blight, according to the plant disease specialist in charge of the 
canning crop disease investigations under way at the Experi- 
ment Station at Geneva, N. Y., are the elimination of sources 
of infection and crop rotation. In New York State, it was found, 
a loss of 10 to 20 per cent of the crop was sustained by pea 
growers in 1925 due to pea blight. In addition to lowering the 
yield materially the disease also reduces the quality of the canned 
product. Pea growers in all states where pea blight is encount- 
ered will be interested in the recommendations resulting from 
the investigations in New York. 
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“This disease”, says the canning crop specialist, “may be 
carried over from year to year in the seed peas, or it may live 
over winter in old pea refuse in the field. During rainy seasons 
it spreads rapidly in infected fields and may be carried from 
field to field by birds and insects. 


“Thorough plowing and cultivation of all fields planted to 
peas the past season will prove especially effective in destroying 
pea refuse on the ground, and with it the disease organisms. 
This will aid materially in reducing the sources of infection of 
next year’s crop. 


“The tops and sides of piles of pea silage should be removed 
and destroyed by burning, or else piled and covered with earth 
for a year before using it on the land as fertilizer, as the pea 
blight organism can probably survive in the outer layers of the 
silage stack. Inside the pile the disease organism will probably 
be killed out and this material may be safely used as. feed or 
may be spread on the land and plowed under. 


“Whether the disease has been prevalent or not in a field, 
peas should not be grown on the same field oftener than once 
every four or five years.” 


National Distribution Conference Called 


The Chamber of Commerce of the United States has issued 
a call for a meeting of the National Distribution Conference to 
be held in Washington, December 15 and 16. At this meeting 
reports will be submitted on the surveys on various aspects of 
the distribution problem made by six committees appointed at 
an earlier meeting. 


Operation of New Rates on Fruits and Vegetables Further 
Suspended 


The Interstate Commerce Committee has further suspended 
until December 6 the new individual and joint rates and new in- 
dividual and joint regulations and practices affecting such rates 
and charges on fruits and vegetables between Pacific Coast states. 
The investigation of this case (Docket No. 2455) was entered 
upon by an order dated July 8, when the changes were suspended 
until November 6. The further suspension is ordered to permit 
completion of the investigation. 
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Dismisses Complaint Against Permutit Company 


The Federal Trade Commission has dismissed its complaint 
against the Permutit Company, of New York. The firm is a 
manufacturer of an apparatus used in softening hard water, and 
in the complaint was charged with intimidating and coercing 
customers of its competitors by threats that they would incur 
liability for using an alleged infringement on respondent's pat- 
ents. 


Car Loadings 


For the week ending October 24 loadings of revenue freight 
totaled 1,121,459 cars, the highest figure on record except the 
week of August 29 of the present year. The total for the week 
was an increase of 15,345 cars over the preceding week, due to 
increases of loadings of coal, merchandise, and less-than-carload- 
lot freight, miscellaneous freight, grain and grain products, coke 
and forest products. 


French Sardine Situation 


The American consul at Bordeaux, states that according 
to Bordeaux merchants the new French sardine pack up to Octo- 
ber 2, is far below the average in quality. It is expected that 
fishing will continue as long as weather conditions permit but 
that the quantity pack will show a considerable reduction as 
compared with the past years. It is also stated that both the 
French and Portuguese are short of small sizes usually preferred 
by the American trade. The French demand is active and it is 
reported that large purchases of the Portuguese output have 
been made by Germany. 


Bordeaux Pea Pack Short 


According to merchants in Bordeaux the 1925 pea packing 
season has been unfavorable in that part of France. The pack 
of “fine” and “extra fine” grades, which are in particular demand 
in the United States, was almost a failure. Considerable packs 
of the ordinary grades were made, and these are being used to 
supply the active French demand. 


Australia Exploits Canned Food Saie 


The report of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board of Australia covering the period up to June 30 states that 
the largest individual sale of fruit made in the Commonwealth, 
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of 2,000 tons of canned fruit of the “Ibis” brand from the Lee- 
ton (New South Wales) Cannery to a London buyer, was made 
the occasion of a publicity stunt during the month. A special 
goods train, decorated with Australian wattle (mimosa), and 
brightly colored streamers, left Leeton for Sydney on September 
3, the 400-mile journey to be undertaken by daylight. Long 
calico signs attached to the train bore inscriptions such as 
“Links of Empire’, surrounded by a chain of fruit cans in the 
form of links. Upon arrival at Sydney, official cinematograph 
films and photos were taken for advertising purposes. 


Manufacturing Production in September 


The Department of Commerce announces that manufactur- 
ing production in September at 123 per cent of the 1919 average 
was greater than in August, according to the Department's index 
number covering 64 commodities, and was 8 per cent higher than 
in September, 1924. The principal increases over August oc- 
curred in the production of textiles, with a gain of 7 per cent; 
iron and steel, 2 per cent; tobacco, 3 per cent; and miscellaneous 
items, 3 per cent. Decreases from August occurred in the pro- 
duction of lumber, stone, glass, and clay products and nonferrous 
metals, while no change occurred in the production of leather 
and the output of paper and printing. Compared with a year 
ago, all groups except manufactured foodstuffs showed increased 
output. 
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